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estimates of all non-exempted supplies, materials and equipment re-
quired by it for the next succeeding fiscal year. They shall further en-
deavor to reduce to a minimum the number of kinds, sizes and varie-
ties of commodities purchased for their respective uses with a view to
serving satisfactorily the purpose contemplated, yet securing the widest
practicable measure of competition consistent with those purposes.
* The county purchasing agent shall have the authority to finally fix re-
quirements and specifications for such items and to that end shall,
where necessary and proper, procure the assistance, advice and co-
operation of any qualified representative or technician of any county,
state or federal agency, institution or private or commercial technician.
Section 14-3197. The purchasing agent shall purchase all sup-
plies, materials and equipment to be used by the county or any officer
or any department thereof which are paid for from, the public funds
of this county unless exempted under the terms hereof. Purchases
will be made in as large quantities as practicable consistent with the
nature of the article and the money and storage space available. All
purchases made by the agent in an amount in excess of five hundred
dollars shall bear the approval of the County Board of Commis-
sioners and wherever practicable shall be purchased upon the lowest
bid or when not purchased on lowest bid, then at the lowest price
available. Any officer, head of department or agency of the county
requiring supplies, material or equipment shall first file a written req-
uisition with the agent upon forms to be furnished, giving in detail
a sufficient description of the articles or items needed together with
such other information as the agetit may require. No payment for
any supplies shall be made from the county funds unless the pur-
chase thereof shall have been made as herein specified; provided, how-
ever, purchases may be authorized by the county legislative delega-
tion from the contingent fund of the county.
Section 14-3198. Supplies, materials and equipment listed below
are exempted from the purchasing procedures prescribed in this ar-
ticle. Whenever possible, these purchases must be made pursuant to
competitive bidding and always with a view to securing every prac-
ticable advantage to the county. Records of all purchases of 'ex-
empted' commodities shall be kept by such officer, department, in-
stitution, agency or association and made available for review by a
county audit. The supplies, materials and equipment are:
(1) All foodstuffs;
(2) Medical, dental and optical supplies, instruments and pre-
scription items;


